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R 260708Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9709 
INFO USMISSION OECD PARIS 
USMISSION GENEA 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 17126 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, UNCTAD, IN 

SUBJECT: INDIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD UNCTAD LINER CODE 
REF: (A) STATE 278045, (B) NEW DELHI 16422 

1 . PRESTIGIOUS ECONOMIC TIMES NOVEMBER 20 CARRIED FRONT- 
PAGE STORY ON GOI POSITION ON CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LINER CONFERENCES 
ARTICLE DATELINED NEW DELHI AND ATTRIBUTED TO OFFICIAL SOURCES. 

2. ARTICLE LEADS OFF WITH ASSERTION THAT "INDIA HAS REPUDIATED 

THE SUGGESTION MADE BY UK AND SOME OTHER DEVELOPED MARITIME COUNTRIES 

THAT THE CODE.. .BE AMENDED," SUCH A PROPOSAL IS CONSIDERED "A 

MOVE TO SCUTTLE THE CODE WHICH BY ITSELF REPRESENTS A COMPROMISE OF.. 

CONFLICTING INTERESTS AND VARYING VIEWPOINTS." 

3. REMAINDER OF ARTICLE, HOWEVER, ASSERTS THAT, APART 

FROM "SACROSANCT" AREAS. "ANY PROBLEMS THAT THE BIG MARITIME 
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SOLVED IF STATED CLEARLY." SACROSANCT AREAS ARE (1) 40:20 

CARGO SHARING PROVISION, INCLUDING RIGHT OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

TO COMPETE FOR 20 PERCENT SHARE OF THIRD COUNTRY TRADE, AND (2) 

"THE CONTROL LEVERS REGARDING REGLATION OF CONFERENCES AND FIXATION 
OF FREIGHTS (I.E. RATES)”. 

4. OFFICIAL CIRCLES ARE REPORTED TO BE INTRIGUED BY "THE SILENCE 
OF... MARTIME COUNTRIES AS TO THE NATURE OF THE AMENDMENTS THEY 
SEEK OR THE DIFFICULTIES THAT THEY ARE EXPERIENCING IN RATIFYING 
OR ENFORCING THE CODE." OUTSIDE THE TWO SPECIFIED AREAS, "ANY 
AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD HELP SOLVE THE DIFFICULTIES THAT THE DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES ARE FACING AMONG THEMSELVES COULD BE SORTED OUT, BUT 
THESE DIFFICULTIES HAVE TO BE SPELT OUT FIRST.” 

5. ARTICLE THEN REITERATES POINT (REFTEL B) THAT "IF AN 
INTERNATIONAL CODE IS NOT COMING, NATIONAL LEGISLATION WOULD 
HAVE TO BE UNDERTAKEN TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF INDIAN SHIPPING 
IN A WORLD OF INCREASING LINER COMPETITION." ARTICLE CONCLUDES 
WITH LENGTHY QUOTE FROM MIN-SHIPPING TRIVEDI: "THERE ARE IN 
AUDIBLE WHISPERS ABOUT INDIA'S ATTITUDE TO THE CODE. LET ME 
STATE AT ONCE THAT INDIA HAS SIGNED THE CODE AND STANDS BY THE 
PRINCIPLES EMBODIED IN THE CODE UNEQUI V OC ALL Y . . . AT THE SAME TIME 
WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SEE THE CODE BE AS WORLDWIDE AND UNIVERSAL 
AS POSSIBLE... "SCHNEIDER 
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